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Perhaps there is nothing more affirming in academia than the acceptance of one’s work as a publishable 
material by those who hold authority in the field. To be known as a great teacher has its place, a respectable 
place indeed. However, one whose work is accepted as a contribution to the stock of knowledge enjoys a 
special place among scholars. From my experience, most junior faculty members who fail to earn tenure at 
their institutions do so because of inadequate publications, a situation that is commonly known among 
academicians as “publish or perish.” As a Chief Academic Officer, I am also aware that students who 
publish in peer-reviewed journals during their undergraduate/graduate education are most likely able to 
publish in refereed journals at the beginning stages of their professorial careers.
It is with this thought in mind that I am thrilled and delighted to read the works published in the 
COMPASS, Arcadia’s Undergraduate Peer-Reviewed Publication. Students whose works are featured in 
the COMPASS are building their résumés for graduate education and, most certainly, for academic careers 
should that be their passion in life. I am grateful to the leadership that brought the idea of the COMPASS 
to fruition. I am particularly thankful to the editorial board for ensuring a high quality collection of 
student works.
The essence of scholarship lies in making public the excellence of one’s work for others to critique. Public 
critiquing of contributions to the stock of knowledge is critical in ensuring the scholastic excellence. Our 
calling as scholars is to intellectualize, meaning logical but peaceful confrontations of view-points, ideas, 
suppositions, facts—all in our quest for truth—truth that is in essence polymorphic. A good university, 
therefore, is a sanctuary for free intellectualization, but a good university is only a part of the universal 
community of scholars. Hence at Arcadia, we strive to prepare students for works that merit public 
scrutiny beyond the walls of the university. The creation of the COMPASS that is housed within the world-
wide-web, searchable from anywhere in the globe, reflects our collective effort to expand the reach of our 
students, extend their intellectual horizons, and instill and solidify the courage of the nascent who must, of 
necessity, throw themselves at the mercy of the crucible of the assay room in the marketplace of ideas.
One whose work is, therefore, reviewed and published by experts, has or ought to have earned recognition 
that is based on the demonstration of one or more of the following: conceptual elegance, theoretical 
simplicity, logical coherence, explanatory power, methodological sophistication, and fidelity with the 
contemporary cannon of truth. For this reason, not all that is written is worthy of our reading, and not all 
that is read is worthy of recognition by disciplinary experts. Congratulations to all whose works are and 
will be featured in the COMPASS.
Dr. Steve O. Michael
Provost
Professor of Higher Education Management
provost@arcadia.edu
Foreword
